TRAINING  OF THE TEACHER
of their profession and of the public which
they serve, of registering themselves as
members of this body.
Meanwhile, we must realize that there exists
this large army of unqualified teachers.
Fortunately the number of those who are
qualified is vastly greater. The tale of their
qualifications is an intricate and a various
one. Our system of training teachers, if
system it may be called, has grown up, like
so many other things in this country, in a
haphazard way, and it bears all the signs of its
haphazard growth. It has had much opposi-
tion to contend with, and it meets with much
opposition to-day. The whole idea of training
a teacher is anathema to some : teachers, they
will tell us, are born and not made : that, of
course, is true, but if there are not enough
born teachers to go round (which is highly
probable), the others have to be made : and
to the born teacher himself we may point
out that artists also and poets are born, not
made, yet neither despises mastering the
technique of his craft: it appears that even
surrealist art and modern poetry have a
technique to be learnt. But in the meantime